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6.25/15

hp
Text Box
You have not commented on the actual ending  of the play. The question asks "Comment on the ending of Look Back in Anger. Does it look like being where we started or, is there indeed a hopeful note?" Besides answering generally about the post war problems of the youth in Britain like unemployment and resulting frustration --you must also devote a major portion of your answer on whether you feel the Jimmy Alison marriage will last and be peaceful from now on since she has returned home.
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One viewpoint  -To reach a state of harmony and peace and love they have to leave the human world and enter into a surreal world of the animal game. This suggests it may not be a happy ending or a hopeful one.
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The ending of Look Back in Anger is thought provoking. It lays before the reader an ambiguity which offers both hope and despair. From here you can go on to mention both viewpoints.  
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Second viewpoint - The tender embrace at the very end of the play leaves the audience with a sense of hope that maybe in future the different class factions that Jimmy and Alison represent may find a way to live in harmony.
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Good observation
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7.25/15

hp
Text Box
Give a few more instances of both comedy and tragedy in the play.
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Mention the term Existentialism here.
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Comedy instances in the play- Vladimir's hat game.-Vladimir's awkward walk because of his prostrate problem.- the comically presented suicide attempt with an element of irony in it.-Putting on and taking off of shoes.
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Tragic instances in the play- Estragon being beaten up daily- Both the tramps suffer physical issues and are constantly in pain.- Both the protagonists are starving and at best they get carrots and radishes and turnips to eat.
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Word limit permitting add these instances to provide textual evidence to the play being a  tragicomedy. 
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9.5/20

hp
Text Box
Ramanujan cannot be termed as a conventionalist or as an advocate of westernization. He is in fact a product of both which brings in hybridity in his poems. 
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A metaphor for India itself. India is the house where all communities who enter find a home.
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Home itself is the hybrid space.
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Mention here that Larkin was a confirmed bachelor who never married and in this poem he hints at loss of love after marriage.
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Philip Larkin was a pessimist. He believed that death was final. He never advocated hope. Mention the poem's name here - Next Please.
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Larkin's poetry was a poetry of disappointment, of destruction of romantic illusions, of man's defeat by time and his own inadequacies.
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Disappointment, of destruction of romantic illusions- in Afternoons poem.Man's defeat by time- In Next Please and Days poems.
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You can mention this quote here "And at his age having no more to showThan one hired box"
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Incorrect- these lines are said by Vladimir and not Pozzo. Pozzo only says "They give birth astride ofa grave, the light gleams an instant, then it's night once more." Immediately after this Pozzo and Lucky leave the stage. After a few minutes then Vladimir says the lines that have been mentioned in the question "Astride of a grave and a difficult birth. Down in the hole, lingeringly, the gravedigger puts on the forceps. We have time to grow old." Please be very careful of such mistakes. This gives an impression that we have not read the text well.

hp
Pencil

hp
Text Box
6/15



hp
Pencil

hp
Pencil

hp
Pencil

hp
Pencil

hp
Pencil

hp
Text Box
This quote of Vladimir mentioned in the question uses the image of life and death being at almost the same time but it also suggests that the birth is difficult and the grave digger acts "lingeringly" taking his time means that "We have time to grow old" - meaning that there is more to life than just aging and dying-we have some time to act our role in life- This is in contrast to Pozzo's earlier quote "They give birth astride of a grave, the light gleams an instant, then it's night once more."  
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10/20
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Satisfactory answer
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You can mention here that  when pointed out to Estragon by Vladimir that the tree has grown leaves Estragon replies "It must be the Spring" This statement of Estragon can be construed as a symbol of hope.
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Also mention another difference in both the acts and that is the application of memory by different characters. It seems that only Vladimir remembers the events of act 1 and all other characters have turned very forgetful and seem to have no memory of the supposedly previous day (Act 1) 
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The relationship between Jimmy and Alison in the play  oscillates between love and hate
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Since the question was on Strindbergian study of a marriage mention here that Strindberg's relationship with women in his life wasgenerally complicated and his three marriages and all of them ending in divorce was a testament to this. The relationship of Jimmy and Alison  also seems to be something similar though the ending is different.
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Very often Strindberg portrays therelationship between men and women as a brutal battle. The behavior of Jimmy in the play resonates with this statement. 
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Jimmy's tirades on Alison give a very brutal and cruel impression of their marriage but in the end the redemptive quality of marriage is revealed when Helen leaves and Alison reconciles with Jimmy.
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You need to mention here Alison's father's views -- that nowadays marriages are less about love and more about revenge and challenges is very Strindbergian. 
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The poet creates a vivid picture of his mother using images and words that evoke the reader's senses and emotions.   
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Ramanujan was deeply fond of his mother and she becomes a symbol of his nostalgia of Indian roots.
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You can also add the following interpretation-what is left behind - memorieswhat is lost---mother's youthwhat is never found-The inner feelings of the mother herself because we only know the poet's feelings through the poem. 
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The Movement poets wanted to create poetry with accessible meaning and poetry which covered everyday experience and this is exactly what Larkins attempted to do with his poetry.

hp
Text Box
9.75/20



hp
Pencil

hp
Pencil

hp
Pencil

hp
Pencil

hp
Pencil

hp
Text Box
In the poem Mr. Bleaney the emperical touch of Larkins poetry becomes very evident when he derives the personality of Mr. Bleaney from his belongings and the look of his room.
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In the poem Next Please (mention the name of the poem) Larkins says that there is only one promise and one expectation which is certain and it is death.
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6.5/15
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Another interpretation is that they symbolize relationship between capital and labour. Pozzo becomes the symbol of the capital world that exploits the working class represented by Lucky.



hp
Pencil

hp
Pencil

hp
Pencil

hp
Pencil

hp
Pencil

hp
Text Box
Also this role reversal in Act 2 is the hope of the changing situation in the real world where the colonized were getting freed from their colonizers and with this loss comes the hope that someday the situation of dependence may switch.
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7/15

hp
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Larkin was known as the gloomy death obsessed and darkly humourous observer of human foibles and failings.
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Since the question says from the poems prescribed to you -- with every quotation you must mention the poem from which you have taken this quotation. Like mention Next Please here.
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Philip Larkin attempted to show the stark, crude and blunt realities of life in his poems. 
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Elements of Larkins Poetry--Pessimism--Skepticism--Realism--Irony--SimplicityConnect these elements to his poems in the syllabus giving textual evidence through quotes and naming the poems in your answer.
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Very apt quote.
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Another important quote which you should mention is of Estragon -"Nothing happens Nobody comes Nobody goes It is awful"These lines contain the gist of the play and are the textual evidence of Beckett's viewpoint mentioned in the question that "nothing ever happens in man's existence".
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Ramanujan's poetry should be considered as nostalgia and criticism rather than rejection. His diasporic longings are visible in his poems.
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You seem to have missed out the poem Obituary--In the poem Obituary the poet discusses his father's death and also remembers and mentions/criticizes the ancient customs after death and mentions all the work his father has left undone.  
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One advise to you is that when you are answering a general question like this one on Ramaujan's poems please make it a point to mention and comment on all the poems in the syllabus even if in one sentence and not leave anyone out. It gives an impression of your being thorough in your knowledge of the prescribed syllabus. 
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7/15

hp
Text Box
Define Kitchen-sink realism in a bit more detail since the question asks for it. - Kitchen-sink is the term given to a particular type of drama which focuses primarily on the trials and experiences of the working class.
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It was basically the depiction of the kind of struggles and issues which the working class faced on a routine every day basis. 
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The play clearly depicts the conflict between working class and the upper middle class in England in the post-war scenario. 
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10/20 
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The attitude of Jimmy Porter largely stays unchanged with very slim chances of resolvement.
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Satisfactory answer
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Jimmy Porter belongs to a generation who have been deprived of their great past with a  dull and ambiguous present and going to face an aimless coming time. 
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The angry attitude of Jimmy Porter in the play is used  to demonstrate how the state of Britain was guilty of neglect towards those that needed assistance the most. 
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TOTAL MARKS117.5/250
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IMPROVEMENT IS MAINTAINED
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